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Abstract. Materials of small collection of small mammals from the People's 
Democratic Republic of Korea are described. The presence of Neomys fodiens (PEN- 
NANT, 1771) in the Korean Peninsula has been confirmed. 


I. INTRODUCTION 


The mammalian fauna of the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea 
is relatively poorly known. The first fairly ample faunistic data, con- 
cerning besides the whole peninsula, appeared at the beginning of the 
20th century (ALLEN and ANDREWS, 1913). Later on, a great contri- 
bution to the knowledge of the mammalian fauna was made chiefly by 
Japanese investigators (KURODA, 1917, 1934; KURODA and MORI, 1923; 
MORI, 1939; TOKUDA, 1941). J. K. JONES and D. H. JOHNSON carried 
out a detailed revision of the materials of small mammals of Korea 
(chiefly those of the Republic of Korea) in a number of studies (the most 
important ones by JONES and JOHNSON, 1960, 1965). In 1968 WON 
Hong Koo published the book ,,Animals of Korea" in the Korean language 
and described the Korean mammalian fauna in it, giving special attention 
to the mammals of the People's Democratic Republic of Korea. In this 
book, difficult of attainment, he describes 78 species of terrestrial mam- 
mals, providing each of them with a map of its distribution and in some 
cases with the outer and cranial measurements of a series of specimens 
from Korea. In his work WON included several species which had not as 
yet been recorded from that country in general surveys of the Palearctic 
Mammalian fauna (ELLERMAN and MORRISON-SCOTT, 1951; CORBET, 
1978). These are as follows: Neomys fodiens (PENNANT, 1771), Sorex 
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unguiculatus DOBSON, 1890, Myotis macrodactylus (TEMMINCK, 1840), 
Myolis mystacinus (KUHL, 1819), Nyctalus noctula (SCHREBER, 1774), 
Vespertilio murinus LINNAEUS, 1758, Miniopterus schreibersi (KUHL, 
1819) and Sicista caudata THOMAS, 1907. 

The present paper contains a description of small mammals collected 
in the People's Democratic Republic of Korea from 18 September to 31 
October 1978 and from 18 May to 17 June 1980. All the materials de- 
scribed here are in the possession of the Institute of Systematic and 
Experimental Zoology, Polish Acad. Sci. in Cracow. 

A list of localities where particular species were collected precedes 
their description, whereas a map showing their distribution is given in 
a paper by TOMEK (1983). Only the measurements of adult specimens are 
given in this paper. They are standard outer measurements (body length, 
tail length, length of hind foot and height of ear) and the following 
measurements of the skull: condylobasal length (CbL), brain-case length 
(BcL) (after GOULD and KREEGER, 1948), length of nasals (LN), diastema 
length (DL), maxillary tooth-row length (MxTRL), mandibular tooth-row 
length (MdTRL), brain-case breadth (BcB), zygomatic breadth (ZyB), inter- 
orbital constriction (IC), rostrum breadth (RB) and brain-case height . 
between bullae (BcH). A description of the method of measuring part- 
icular elements on the skull can be found, among others, in a paper by 
RUPRECHT (1974). Means have been calculated and the extreme values 
of measurements are given in brackets. 

The author wishes to express his thanks to the workers of the 
Zoological Institute, Korean Acad. Sci., above all, to Mr RIM Chu Yon, 
for their comprehensive help during his stay in the People's Democratic 
Republic of Korea and to his colleagues, Prof. Dr Z. BOCHENSKI, Dr. T. 
TOMEK, Dr Z. SZYNDLAR and Mr T. OLES for help in his field studies. 


II. SURVEY OF SPECIES 


Insectivora 
Neomys fodiens (PENNANT, 1771) 


Material: one skin of male, gift of the Zoological Institute, Korean Acad. 
Sci. 

Locality: Samjiyon, 26 August 1965. 

Measurements: body length: 72, tail length: 62, length of hind foot 18.5, 
ear height: 7. 


Distribution in Korea 


The northern water-shrew was found for the first time in Korea at 
Phungso (Yanggang-do Province). Next, in 1958, some specimes of this 
species were captured at Pukphothe-san, Samjiyon, Rimyongsu and Pujon 
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(Hamgyong-namdo Province) (WON, 1968). Seventeen specimens of Neo- 
mys fodiens had been caught in the above-mentioned provinces of the 
People's Democratic Republic of Korea by 1966. The first specimen was 
at first described as a new species, Neomys limchinhunii WON, 1954, 
but later the same author acknowledged those specimens as belonging 
to N. fodiens orientis THOMAS, 1914, In Korea the northern watershrew 
occurs only on streams, rivers, small water reservoirs in the mountainous 
regions up to 2600 m a.s.l. WON (1968) gives body and skull dimensions 
for 10 specimens (7 males and 3 females). So far Neomys fodiens has not 
been mentioned from the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea in any 
general surveys of palearctic mammals (ELLERMAN and MORRISON- 
-SCOTT, 1951 CORBET, 1978). 


Notes 


In the Far East the northern water-shrew occurs sporadically, although 
it was reported from the coast of the Sea of Okhotsk as early as the 
second half of the 19th century (MIDDENDORF, 1875). The Korean speci- 
mens belong to the subspecies N.f.orientis THOMAS, 1914, which inhabits 
East Asia from the Ob River to the coast of the Sea of Okhotsk, Sakhalin 
and Primorsk (STROGANOV, 1957; GUREEV, 1979). 


Lagomorpha 
Ocholona alpina (PALLAS, 1773) 


Material: 1 adult male, MF/5642; skull somewhat damaged; gift of the 
Zoological Institute, Korean Acad. Sci. 

Locality: Pegam, 1 September 1965 

Measurements: body length: 186, length of hind foot: 28, ear height: 21, 
CbL: 41.6, BcL: 29.4, DL: 10.5, MxTRL: 7.9, MdTRL: 7,7, RB: 7,7. 


Distribution in Korea 


The first three Korean specimens of the northern pika were described 
from Chair-bong (JONES and JOHNSON, 1965). KISHIDA and MORI 
(1930) and subsequently WON (1961) informed about the occurrence of 
this species in the northern mountainous regions of the country. Now it 
is known that the northern pika is fairly common in three northern 
provinces: Chagang-do, Yanggang-do and Hamgyong-pukto. WON (1968) 
and HO and RIM (1975) mention it, among other species, from Samjiyon, 
Pektu-san, Rimyong-su, Photheri, Pukphothe-san, Sobek-san, Kvanmo- 
-bong, Mutu-bong and Puksubek-san. Living in colonies, this species 
inhabits the mountainous regions from piedmont to alpine zone. It occurs 
in woodless stony areas but is also met with in woods and thickets, most 
frequently close to water (GUREEV, 1964). Earlier the specimens from 
Korea were regarded as the subspecies O. hyperborea coreana ALLEN et 
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ANDREWS, 1913, but recently they have more often been included in 
O. alpina hyperborea PALLAS, 1811. 


Notes | 


ELLERMAN and MORRISON-SCOTT (1951) and BOBRINSKI et al. 
(1965) treat Ochotona alpina and Ochotona hyperborea (PALLAS, 1811) 
as separate species, whereas other authors unite them in one species 
Ochotona alpina (GUREEV, 1964, CORBET, 1978). 


Rodentia 
Tamias sibiricus (LAXMANN, 1769) 


Material: 6 specimens, M/5636—5640, 5663 

Localities: Sokvang-sa (1 adult female and 1 juvenile male), Taesong-san 
(2 adult males), Peke-bong (1 adult female), Kumgang-san (1 subadult 
male). 

Measurements of 4 adults: body length: 140 (137—144), tail length: 106 
(100—111), length of hind foot: 36 (34—38), ear height: 16 (15—17),CbL: 
22.4 (22.0—23.0), LN: 10,7 (10.5—11.0), DL: 9.0 (8.5—9.5), MxTRL: 6,7 
(6.4—6.9), MdTRL: 6.4 (6.0—6.9), BcB: 16.8 (16.3—17.2), ZyB: 20.5 (20.0— 
21.5), IC: 9.7 (9.5—10.2), BcH: 13.2 (12.6—13.7). 

Description of material: All the specimes have P*, although in most cases 
it is strongly reduced. 


Distribution in Korea 


Under the generic name of Eulamias JONES and JOHNSON (1965) 
give from Korea two subspecies, E. sibiricus barberi JOHNSON et JONES 
1955; inhabiting the central and southern part of the country, and E. Ss. 
orientalis (BANHOTE, 1899) encountered in the part of Korea situated 
farthest to the north. Having included all the specimens of these ground- 
-squirrels examined in E.s. orientalis, WON (1968) considers it to be one 
of the commonest rodents in the country. This species is particularly 
frequent in forests and thickets throughout the Korean Peninsula. 


Notes 


The systematics of the chipmunks is not as yet set in order, Many 
authors are inclined to distinguish two genera: Tamias ILLIGER, 1811, 
containing one species T. striatus (LINNAEUS, 1758), which occurs in the 
eastern part of North America, and Eutamias TROUESSART, 1880, with 
one Palearctic and 16 North-American species (HALL and KELSON, 
1959: MOORE, 1959). This division has been made chiefly on the basis 
of the presence of P3 in Eułamias and its lack in Tamias s.str. Other 
characters, 10 altogether concerning mainly the colouration of the back 
and the structure of the skull, are also taken into consideration (WHITE, 
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1953). More and more data justifying the inclusion of all the species in 
the genus Tamias have been appearing recently. Studies carried out by 
JONES (1960) in Korea show that there occur specimens that have no 
P? and, in addition, a strong reduction of this tooth takes place in a large 
number of specimens. A chromosome study has proved that there are no 
grounds for distinguishing two genera (NADLER et al., 1969). . 

The only Palearctic species, T. sibiricus, is characterized by its very 
poorly marked clinal variation (GROMOV et al., 1965) and according to 
some authors, this variation does not exist at all (ZUBCHANINOVA, 
1962). Lately, TIUNOV (1979, 1980) devoted a comprehensive study to 
the external differences and the differences in the structure of the skull 
and dentition between various populations within the continuous range 
of this species and pointed out that the population of north-eastern Asia 
(region of the Indigirka River) is marked for a number of archaic charac- 
ters and drew the conclusion that this area is the cradle of chipmunks, 
from where they spread in Asia and further, via Beringia, on North Ame- 
rica, differentiating markedly in consequence of the presence of a great 
many ecological niches (NADLER et al., 1969). 


Cricetulus triton (de WINTON, 1899) 


Material: 1 juvenile, MF/5645, only the skull 

Locality: Taesong-ho 

Measurements: body length: 147, tail length: 68, length of hind foot: 23, 
ear height: 19, CbL: 32.1, BcL: 20.4, LN: 11.3, DL: 9.4, MxTRL: 5.9, MdTRL: 
9.0, BcB: 13.2, ZyB: 16.5, IC: 4.6, RB: 6.8, BcH: 11.3. : 


Distribution in Korea 


This species was first recorded from the north-eastern outskirts of 
Korea (KURODA, 1934) and next from the central part of the country 
(JONES and JOHNSON, 1965). WON (1968) mentions the greater long- 
-tailed hamster from the western provinces: Pyongan-namdo (Sunchon) 
and Pyongan-pukta (Chorsan). It seems to be fairly common in suitable 
habitats all over the country. The main habitat in which ‘this rodent is 
encountered are dry grassy or bushy hills, but it also occurs at the edge 
of cultivated fields and, exceptionally, in woods (LOUKASHKIN, 1944). 
The form living in Korea is the subspecies C.t. nestor THOMAS, 1907. 


Notes 


The greater long-tailed hamster was first described from Korea under 
the name of Cricetulus nestor THOMAS, 1907; next, while studying 
Specimens from the Ussurinsk region (OGNEV 1914) isolated a distinct 
species Tscherskia albipes OGNEV, 1914. ARGIROPULO (1933) carried 
out a revision of the Palearctic hamsters and recognized albipes and 
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nestor as synonymous, placing the Far-East forms in Tscherskia triton 
nestor (THOMAS, 1907). ELLERMAN and MORRISON-SCOTT (1951) 
shared that opinion and a chromosomal study conducted lately has 
confirmed the view that T. albipes and C. triton are synonyms of one and 
the same form; however, the opinions still differ as to whether this 
species is to be included in the numerous genus Cricetulus MILNE-ED- 
WARDS, 1867, or whether, because of fairly great differences, the generic 
name Tscherskia OGNEV, 1914, should be maintained (TSUCHIYA and 
WON, 1976: KARTAVTZEVA et al. 1980). 


Clethrionomys rutilus (PALEIS, 1779) 


Material: 20 specimens, some of the only skins, M/5689—5708 

Localities: Samjiyon (3 adult and 7 subadult females, 5 subadult males, 
2 juveniles), Pektu-san (1 female and 2 male adults) 

Measurements of 6 adults: body length: 110 (104—115, tail te 39 
(33—42), length of hind foot: 18 (17—20), ear height: 12 (11—13), CbL: 
24.5 (23.9—25.2), BcL: 15.6 (15.4—16.0), LN: 7.5 (7.1—7.8), DL: 7.8 (7.5— 
8.1), MxTRL: 5.3 (4.9—5.6), MdTRL: 5.1 (4.8—5.4), BcB: 11.5 (11.2—11.7), 
ZyB: 13.2 (12.5—13.8), IC: 4.1 (4.0—4.4), RB: 4.9 (4.8—5.1), BcH: 9.5 (9.0— 
10.2). 


Description of material 


The characters of the specimens identified as C. rutilus are as follows: 
complicated structure of M*; mostly 3 enamel folds on each, external and 
internal, side; roots of molars appearing relatively early in the animal's 
life; upper tooth-row not more than 6 mm in length; bony crests on the 
frontale of adult specimens missing or hardly distinguishable; in com- 
parison with C. rufocanus the hair of C. rutilus is lighter russet on the 
back and less grey on the belly and flanks, and then the contrast between 
the dorsal and the ventral part of its body is greater. : 


Distribution in Korea 


In the People's Democratic Republic of Korea the northern red-backed 
vole has hitherto been reported from Chairbong (MORI, 1939), Kwanmo- 
-bong (TOKUDA, 1941), Nongsa-dong (JONES and JOHNSON, 1965) and 
Samjiyon (WON, 1968). It lives in taiga in the mountainous regions only 
in the northern part of the country, generally sympatric with Clethrio- 
nomys rufocanus. Its subspecific membership is not definitively determi- 
ned and the Korean specimens are reckoned in C.r. hintoni VINOGRA- 
DOV, 1936, or in C.r. amurensis SCHRENK, 1858. 
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Clethrionomys rufoćanus (SUNDEVALL, 1846) 


Material: 14 specimens, some of them being skins, M/5709—22 

Localities: Samjiyon (1 female and 3 male adults, 2 female and 5 male 
subadults, 1 juvenile), Pektu-san (1 subad. male), Hyesan (1 subad. male). 
Measurements of 4 adults: body length: 106 (102—112); tail length: 36 
(33—38); length of hind foot: 18 (17—18); ear height: 13 (11—13), CbL: 
25.5 (24.3—26.4); BcL: 16.5 (15.7—17.0); LN: 7.5 (7.2—7.9); DL: 7.6 (7.1— 
8.1); MxTRL: 6.1 (6.1—6.2); MdTRL: 6.1 (5.8—6.2); BeB: 12.0 (1131215); 
ZyB: 14.9 (14.5—15.6); IC: 4.0 (3.7—4.2); RB: 5.4 (5.3—5.4); BcH: 9.9 (9.4— 
10.4). 


Description of material 


The characteristics of the specimens of C. rufocanus collected are as 
follows: simple structure of M3 (two enamel folds on each, external and 
internal, side), roots appearing very late in the animal's life and wel] seen 
only in old specimens, upper tooth-row generally more than 6 mm in 
length, two bony crests distinctly seen on the frontale of adult specimens, 
in comparison with C. rutilus the hair is darker russet and the belly more 
grey, which diminishes the contrast in colour between the dorsal and the 
ventral side of body. 


Distribution in Korea 


This species occurs only in the furthest to the north situated part of 
the country, along the boundary with Manchuria (JONES and JOHNSON F 
1965), which is confirmed by the materials described in this paper. The 
grey red-backed vole lives in this area sympatrically with Clethrionomys 
rutilus, but this last species reaches farther to the south. C. rufocanus 
from Korea is reckoned in the subspecies C.r. arsenjevi (DUKELSKI, 
1928). 


Notes 


So far the systematics of Clethrionomys rufocanus from East Asia is 
not decidedly established. In this genus ELLERMAN and MORRISON- 
-SCOTT (1951) included many forms which in the light of recent studies 
belong to different species or even genera. According to CORBET (1978), 
it is undoubtful that the Korean specimens described under the name of 
C. rufocanus regulus (THOMAS, 1907) should be placed in the genus 
Eothenomys, because there are no roots at all on its molars. This stand- 
Points has also been assumed in the present paper. 
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cf. Eothenomys regulus (THOMAS, 1907) 


Material: 7 specimens, M/5723—29 

Localities: Sokvang-sa (1 female and 2 male adults, 2 juveniles), Kum- 
gang-san (2 male adults) 

Measurements of 5 adults: body length: 108 (100—112); tail length: 43 
(38—45); length of hind foot: 19 (18—20); ear height: 13 (12—13); CbL: 
25.6 (25.1—26.1); BcL 16.7 (16.4—17.1); LN: 7.5 (7.1—7.7); DL: 7.6 (7.4— 
7.8); MxTRL: 6.2 (5.9—6.4); MdTRL: 6.0 (5.7—6.3); BcB: 12.5 (12.3—12.7); 
ZyB: 14.9 (14.5—15.5); IC: 4.2 (4.1—4.4); RB: 5.5 (5.2—5.7); BcH: 9.8 (9.5— 
10.2). 


Description of material 


Both in morphology and in cranial dimensions E. regulus much re- 
sembles the species Clethrionomys rufocanus, in which it is besides often 
numbered (JONES and JOHNSON, 1965; WON, 1968). The lack of roots 
on the teeth of even quite adult specimens of Eothenomys is the essential 
difference between these forms (CORBET, 1978). Moreover, M? has 
generally a more. complicated structure than it has in C. rufocanus. Its 
hair on the flanks of the body is yellowish-brown, whereas is the grey 
red-backed vole it is distinctly grey, and its tail is somewhat longer. 


Distribution in Korea 


Owing to systematic obscurities, the distribution of this species is 
not well known. Eothenomys regulus occurs commonly all over the 
southern and central regions of Korea (JONES and JOHNSON, 1965). Its 
occurrence in the northern part still calls for elucidation. 


`` Microtus fortis BUCHNER, 1889 


Material: 2 specimens (males), M/5643—44, gift of the Zoological Institute, 
Korean Acad. Sci. i: 
Localities: Both specimens come from Korea but it is very hard to make 
out the names of localities given on original labels. | 
Measurements: body length: 139, 131; tail length: 56, 51; length of hind 
foot: 23, 22; ear height. 13.5, 13; CbL: 30.6, 29.2; BcL: 19.2, 18.6; LN: 8.7, 
8.3; DL: 9.5. 9.1; MxTRL: 7.3, 7.1; MdTRL: 6.9, 6.6; BcB: 13.0, 12.8; ZyB: 
17.2, 16.6; IC: 4:1, 4.0; RB: 5.9, 5.6; BcH: 13.0, 1215. » | 


Distribution in Korea 


KURODA (1934) described the first Korean specimens of the reed 
vole from the Unggi region. From the same area (Manpho) JONES and 
JOHNSON (1965) mentioned it under the name M.f. pelliceus THOMAS, 
1911. They found another subspecies, M.f. uliginosus JONES and JOHN- 
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SON, 1965, in a limited area between the towns of Kumhva and Chorvon 
in the central part of the Korean Peninsula. Now the reed vole is known 
also from the northern provinces, Yanggang-do (e.g. the Pektu-san region) 
and Hamgyong-namdo, and also from the region of Pyongyang and 
other localities (WON, 1968; HO and RIM, 1975). This species seems to 
be much more frequent in Korea than was believed. It occurs in meadows, 
rather in lowlands, is closely associated with water and lives in smail, 
more or less isolated colonies (JONES and JOHNSON, 1965). 


Notes 

GEPTNER and SCHVETSOV (1960) called in question the specific 
isolation of M. forlis, including this species in M. maximoviczii 
(SCHRENK, 1859) (= M. ungurensis KASTSCHENKO, 1913). However, 
caryological studies showed that they are two distinct species which differ 
in the number of chromosomes (MEYER et al., 1967), do not produce 
hybrids and bear a number of small but distinct morphological diffe- 
rences (ORLOV et al., 1974; MEYER, 1978). 


Apodemus agrarius (PALLAS, 1771) 


Material: 18 specimens, M/5647—62, 5664—65 

Localities: Hyesan (1 female adult), Taesong-ho (2 adult and 2 subadult 
Males), Sokvang-sa (1 male subadult), Kumgang-san (3 male adults, 4 
female and 2 male subadults, 3 juveniles) _ Se. | 
The measurements of the adult female from Hyesan compared with the 
measurements of 5 adults from the other localities: body length: 110, 120 
(112—129); tail length: 75, 81 (68—90); length of hind foot: 20, 30 (21—24); 
Car height: 11, 14 (12—15); CbL: 23.5, 24.9 (24, 225.6); BcL: 12.5, 14.3 
(13.0—16.0); LN: 9.3, 10.5 (10.0—11.0); DL: 7.3, 7.6 (7.4—7.7); MxTRL: 4.1, 
4.4 (4.1—4,7); MdTRL: 3.9, 4.3 (427-432); BoB: 11.0, 114 (11.2120), ZYB: 
11.9, 12.3 (11.8—13,1); IC: 3.8, 4.5 (4.3—4.7); RB: 5.2, 5.4 (5.1—5.6); BCH: 
8.2, 9.6 (8.8—10.2). 


Description of material 


The measurements of the adult specimens indicate that the female 
captured at Hyesan is dinstinctly smaller than the other specimens and 
it should be included in A.a. manichuricus (THOMAS, 1898). The rema- 
ining specimens belong probably to A.a. coreae THOMAS, 1908. The 
black streak, running .across the middle of the back, is poorly visible in 
most specimens except the female from Hyesan and one specimen from 
Kumgang-san. None of the specimens examined has mesolabial cusp t3 
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Distribution in Korea 


According to JONES and JOHNSON (1965), 4 subspecies of Apodemus 
agrarius occur in the Korean Peninsula and two of them can be met with 
in the People's Democratic Republic of Korea. The subspecies A.a. man- 
tchuricus occurs only in the part of the country situated farthest to tne 
north, whereas A.a. coreae lives in the remaining area. The first of them 
has a distinct dark streak running across the middle of the back, this 
streak being less distinct in A.a. coreae. An increase is also observed 
in body and cranial dimensions from north to south. The striped field 
mouse is one of the most common rodents in Korea (WON, 1968). It 
inhabits open grasslands and fields and is particularly frequent near 
human settlements. 


Apodemus peninsulae (THOMAS, 1906) 


Material: 11 specimens, M/5670—80 

Localities: Hyesan (1 female adult, 1 male subadult), Sokvan-sa (2 female 
and 1 male adults, 1 female and 1 male subadults), Suyang-san (2 female 
subadult, 1 male adult) 

Measurements of 5 adults. Body length: 113 (100—126); tail length: 100 
(90—111), length of hind foot: 24 (23—26); ear height: 16 (14—17); CbL: 
26.0 (24.2—27.0); BcL: 15.7 (15.0—16.1); LN: 10.9 (9.9—11.4); DL: 8.8 (8.6— 
9.2); MxTRL: 4.3 (4.1—4.5); MdTRL: 4.1 (4.0—4.2), BcB: 11.4 (10.9—11.8); 
ZyB: 13.2 (12.2—14.0); IC: 4.8 (4.6—5.0); RB: 5.7 (5.5—6.0); BcH: 9.4 (8.5— 
10.2). 


Description of material 


The specimens caught at Sokvang-sa have white patches of hair 
devoid of pigment on the flanks of the body and partly on the back. The 
patches are particularly well developed on the flanks behind the fore 
legs and in front of the hind ones. In one specimen (M/5677) the white 
patches form a stripe which behind the fore legs nearly joins on the 
back, forming a closed band. The populations from Hyesan and Suyang- 
-san have no white patches. 


Distribution in Korea 


This species is very common throughout the Korean Peninsula, living 
everywhere in suitable habitats (WON, 1968). It inhabits chiefly thickets 
in the proximity of crags situated in forests (JONES and JOHNSON, 
1965). 


Notes 


The systematic position of Apodemus peninsulae was a controversial 
issue till a short time ago. ELLERMAN and MORRISON-SCOTT (1951) 
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included different supspecies of this form in Apodemus flavicollis (MEL- 
CHIOR, 1843) or Apodemus silvaticus (LINNAEUS, 1758), while other 
authors (e.g. ARGIROPULO, 1940) regarded it as a subspecies of Apode- 
mus speciosus (TEMMINCK, 1845). On the other hand, ZIMMERMANN 
(1962) treated A. peninsulae and A. speciosus as separate species, placing 
them in one subgenus, Alsomys DUKELSKI, 1928. Recently, KOBAYA- 
SHI and HAYATA (1971) have found the sympatric occurrence of A. pe- 
ninsulae and A. speciosus in Hokkaido and chromosomal studies also 
confirmed the separate character of these forms (VORONTSOV et al, 
1977). 


Rattus norvegicus (BERKENHAUT, 1769) 


Material: 6 specimens, M/5683—88 

Localities: Samjiyon (1 male adult), Myohyang-san (2 female and 1 male 
subadult), Taesong-ho (1 juvenile), Kumgang-san (1 juvenile) © 

Cranial measurements of the adult male from Samjiyon: CbL: 43.3; Bel: 
27.4; LN: 17.2; DL: 13.2; MxTRL: 7.2; Md thi: 7.0; BcB: 18.0; ZyB: 23.3; 
IC: 6.6; RB: 9.1; BCH: 15.7. | 


Description of material 


All the specimens captured except one are young or very young. The 
relatively short tail and the shape of bony ridges on the brain-case 
indicate that they belong to R. norvegicus. This species was collected 
near or in buildings and only the specimen from Taesong was captured 
at a distance from human settlements. 


Distribution in Korea 


The common rat is common throughout Korea and is usually counted 
in the subspecies R.n. caraco (PALLAS, 1778), which is widely distributed 
in north-eastern China, Manchuria, eastern Siberia and Hokkaido A 
and JOHNSON, 1965). 
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STRESZCZENIE 


Praca zawiera opis materiałów niewielkiej kolekcji nastepujących ga- 
tunków drobnych ssaków z Koreańskiej Republiki Ludowo-Demokratycz- 
nej: Neomys fodiens, Ochotona alpina, Tamias sibiricus, Cricetulus tri- 
ton, Clethrionomys rutilus, Clethrionomys rufocanus, Eothenomys regu- 
lus, Microtus fortis, Apodemus agrarius, Apodemus peninsulae i Rattus 
norvegicus. Dla każdego gatunku podano standardowe pomiary zewnętrz- 
ne i czaszki osobników dorosłych. Przedyskutowano ich rozmieszczenie 
na Półwyspie Koreańskim i pozycję systematyczną. Na podstawie trud- 
no dostępnej książki w języku koreańskim WON Hong Koo z 1968 roku 
podano informację o występowaniu w Korei 8 gatunków dotychczas nie 
wykazywanych z tego kraju w ogólnych opracowaniach dotyczących Pa- 
learktyki. 
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